Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859

Van Raalte Papers

10-19-1859

Meeting Notes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
G. Wakker
William Buursma
Althea Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Wakker, G.; Buursma, William; and Buursma, Althea, "Meeting Notes of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church" (1859). Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859. 145.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/145

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

19 October 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, a dispute of two members had to be settled about business matters. One party
had expressed ill will against the consistory. Both men apparently were owed money by the
church. One member owed money said that he had experienced "enough grief' in the building of
the church and the wounds were not yet healed.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 107-108.

Page 107
ARTICLE 5— Complaints by A. Fennema and P. Zalsman and Co. were presented by
Brother te Roller. The matter concerns a written I.O.U., and their unhappiness with its
formulation concerning repayment. After having discussed this complaint, it was decided
to meet again on Wednesday evening and to request the alleged victims to be present in
order to give and receive necessary information. This meeting will take place at the
workplace of Brother te Roller at 7 o'clock.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee for Janus Vriese gives its report by Brother Broek. He
indicates that Veeneklaasen had said that he would pay the money in question to Janus.
ARTICLE 7 — A discussion followed concerning ordering printing of a sermon preached
at the classical meeting in Grand Rapids by Rev. A. C. van Raalte. It was decided to
obtain 175 copies for the congregation and to distribute them to all of the households and,
for those totally unable to pay, to give it free. Because of the pressure of time, the
meeting was closed by Brother Labots.

G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of October 19, 1859
Absent: Brother Hekhuis.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — P. Zalsman and A. Fennema appeared upon invitation and complained
about the I.O.U. which had been given. Zalsman complained about the fact that the
consistory has not dealt properly with them, and he desires an I.O.U. which is current,
promising repayment. Fennema also desires this.
The president and some of the brethren describe the development of the situation and
point out to them the apparent loveless direction in which they are going. It seems as if
they have an evil relationship to the congregation of the Lord, rejecting rather than
seeking peace. Fennema, hereupon, acknowledged his guilt and declared that he had not
known what the situation actually was. This had led him to be suspicious of the
consistory. Zalsman, however, maintained his position and desired that his request be
granted. Finally, the president declared that the consistory only functions as an
administrator and should never grant the requested I.O.U. He adds that if they wish to
have another note of indebtedness, they should write it out themselves, and, if this does
not
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conflict with the rights of the congregation at the present time, then the note will be
signed by the consistory. At their request, they will also be able to receive interest dating
from the time that the work had been completed, instead of the time they had stipulated
for beginning interest payments.
The earlier consistorial minutes was signed on May 7, 1858, and they are the first
workmen who demanded interest.
Fennema hereupon declared that he would leave the matter in the hands of the consistory,
being convinced that he was not in the wrong, but, through a misunderstanding, had
erred. P. Zalsman declared that he was not competent to make a judgment, since it
involved his company, and he would first need to speak about this with his co-workers.
He added that in building the church, he had experienced more than enough grief, and the
wounds had not yet been healed. A few more words of admonition were spoken to him,
and the meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
G. Wakker, clerk

Consistory Meeting of November 11, 1859
Absent: Brother Ploeg and, because of illness, Brother Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened by the clerk.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Keppel proposed that Brother Broek serve as president. He was
unanimously chosen.
ARTICLE 3 — Gerretje van der Kam entered the meeting, requesting admission to the
congregation by way of profession of faith. After she had been examined, she was
admitted by an unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 4 — Janus Vriese entered the meeting, requesting the help of the consistory in
connection with payment owed him by Veeneklaasen. The money was already due last
May, and he needs these funds in order to complete his home. Brothers Keppel and
Broek indicated that they have already spoken with Veeneklaasen, and that he had
promised to pay as quickly as possible. He had promised to do everything he could in
order

